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PRESS RELEASE (24.07.2024)

IDSFFK delegate kits to be distributed from tomorrow



The much-anticipated distribution of delegate kits and passes for the 16th International
Documentary and Short Film Festival of Kerala (IDSFFK) will commence at 5.30 pm on July 25
at the Kairali Sree Nila theatre complex, Thampanoor.

Chief secretary of Kerala Dr. V Venu will hand over the first delegate pass to actor Anagha
Maya Ravi, who gained recognition with her performance in Jeo Baby’s ‘Kaathal The Core’
(2023). Following this inaugural distribution, the festival kits will be available for all registered
delegates at the Kairali theatre.

Delegates are encouraged to visit the complex to collect their passes and kits and ensure they
have everything they need to enjoy the diverse array of documentaries and short films to be
showcased at this year’s festival, which will run from July 26 to 31.

PRESS RELEASE (24.07.2024)
Six-member jury to grace 16th IDSFFK

The 16th International Documentary and Short Film Festival of Kerala (IDSFFK) is all set to
commence on July 26, 2024, and the jury that will be judging the films in the competition
sections this year consists of six stalwarts from the world of documentary and fiction films.

The esteemed jury in the non-fiction category comprises flmmaker Rakesh Sharma, who will act
as the chairman, film editor Jabeen Merchant and filmmaker Pankaj Rishi Kumar. In the fiction
category, Urmi Juvekar will chair the team which also includes filmmakers Pushpendra Singh
and Krishand R K.

Rakesh Sharma is an internationally-acclaimed filmmaker, best known for his award-winning
documentary ‘Final Solution’ (2004) on the violence and carnage in Gujarat. Rakesh began his
career as assistant director on Shyam Benegal's Bharat Ek Khoj. He has received many
international awards, including the Special Jury Award (Netpac) at the Berlin International film
festival, 2004.

Jabeen Merchant is a film editor trained at the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune,
and has wide experience in both independent and mainstream film industries. She has edited a
diverse range of feature films, the most recent being Laapata Ladies (2023). She has worked on
commercial thrillers such as ‘NH10’ (2015) and ‘Manorama Six Feet Under’ (2007) and
art-house films such as ‘Kadvi Hawa’ (2017) and ‘The Sweet Requiem’ (2018). She also
teaches, consults on scripts, and occasionally writes on cinema.

Pankaj Rishi Kumar also got trained in editing at FTIl and often works as a free-spirited
one-man crew, producing, directing, shooting and editing his own films. He was assistant editor
for Shekhar Kapur's ‘Bandit Queen’ (1994) and his first feature ‘Kumar Talkies’ (2000) was well
received for its distinct style. He has won several awards and grants, and is also a well-known
film curator and teacher.

Urmi Juvekar is a screenwriter and documentary flmmaker who has earned accolades with her
films and documentaries. She has written several films, including ‘Oye Lucky, Lucky Oye’ (2008)
and ‘Il AM’ (2010), both winners of the national film awards. Juvekar has worked with the



National Film Development Corporation (NFDC) as a consultant for Film Bazaar, and later as
the head of development and production.

Pushpendra Singh is an award-winning filmmaker who graduated from FTIl and later taught
there. He is a visiting faculty at many film schools such as Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute, Kolkata and Whistling Woods International, Mumbai. His film 'The Shepherdess and
the seven songs' won him the award for best director at Hong Kong Film Festival and the
Netpac Award at Jeonju Film Festival. His creativity and technical prowess has earned him
acclaim across the globe .

Krishand RK is a celebrated filmmaker who has won multiple awards, including a national award
and two Kerala state film awards. He also serves as an adjunct associate professor at lIT
Bombay, of which he was an alumnus. His second film, ‘Aavasavyuham’ (2022), won multiple
awards, including the FIPRESCI and Netpac at the International Film Festival of Kerala, 2022.
He is well-known for blending folklore, mystery and science fiction with subtle yet hard-hitting
political commentary.

PRESS RELEASE (24.07.2024)
Six classics from the jury to hit the big screen at the 16th IDSFFK

Six films will be screened in the Jury section of the 16th edition of International Documentary
and Short Film Festival of Kerala (IDSFFK) which will be held from July 26 to 31 at the Kairali
Sree Nila theatre complex.

Among these, Rakesh Sharma’s ‘Final Solution’ (2004) stands out as a poignant interrogation of
the politics of hate. This documentary about the horrible carnage that happened in Gujarat back
in 2002 was initially banned in the country but later won the national film award in 2006. The film
has been screened at over 120 film festivals and has won several awards globally.

‘Bhagavathykaavile Paapikal' (Sinners at the Goddess Abode) (2016), is a concise exploration
of religion, socio-political shifts and deities, and unfolds as a captive goddess experiences a
significant interaction with a police officer and an atheist political activist.The film is directed by
Krishand R K, known for his award-winning feature film 'Aavasavyuham’.

Pushpendra Singh skillfully meshes together fiction and non-fiction in his hybrid documentary

titled ‘Pearl of the Desert’ (2019). The film, through the tale of 12-year-old Moti who aspires to
earn respect from the world through music, provides fascinating insights into the traditions and
customs of people belonging to the Manganiar caste.

'Unlimited Girls' (2002), directed by Paromita Vohra, fearlessly examines women's pressures to
lead double lives and conceal their feminist identities. The film, deftly edited by Jabeen
Merchant, interweaves diverse women's stories. Through seamless transitions between intimate



personal narratives and broader societal themes, Merchant highlights how individual lives are
interconnected with significant social forces.

Urmi Juvekar’s documentary ‘The Shillong Chamber Choir and The Little Home School’ (2008)
tells the inspiring story of Neil Nongkynrih, a famous concert pianist who started a chamber
choir in the hills of Shillong. This choir, a spiritual oasis for Nongkynrih amidst a materialistic
world, has garnered international acclaim for its unique musical journey.

Lastly, ‘Kumar Talkies’ (2000) directed by Pankaj Rishi Kumar offers a piercing portrayal of the
only theatre in Kalpi, a city in northern India. The film juxtaposes the reality of Kalpi, where
poverty affects all facets of life, with the world of rebellion and romance on the silver screen.

PRESS RELEASE (24.07.2024)
34 documentaries to compete for awards at 16th IDSFFK

The 16th edition of the International Documentary and Short Film Festival (IDSFFK) is ready for
a jumpstart at the Kairali Sree Nila theatre complex on July 26. This year, 34 films will compete
for awards in the two categories of long and short documentaries.

Among the 12 films competing in the long documentary category are Nishtha Jain and Akash
Basumataris’ film on the farmers’ protests titled ‘Farming the Revolution’ and Anand
Patwardhan’s ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ which films the oral histories of his family. Other films
under in this section include ‘6-A Akash Ganga’ by Nirmal Chander Dandriyal; ‘Dolls Don't Die’
by Ranajit Ray; ‘Flickering Lights’ by Anupama Srinivasan and Anirban Dutta; ‘Four tales from
book-Earth’ by Debankon Singh Solanky; ‘In Search of Ajantrik’ by Meghnath Bhattacharjee;
‘No City for Women’ by Rangan Chakravarty; ‘Parama: A Journey with Aparna Sen’ by Suman
Ghosh; ‘Picturing Life’ by Harshil Bhanushali; ‘Prisoner No. 626710 is Present’ by Lalit
Vachani; and ‘Slaves of the Empire’ by Rajesh James, which is the only Malayalam film in this
category.

The short documentary category will see the screening of 22 films, with diverse themes
including gender issues, discriminations based on caste and colour and biographical narratives
of inspiring personalities across our vast country. Two Malayalam language films will be
competing in this category. Other films include those in varied languages such as Hindi, Tamil,
Bengali, Assamese, Gujarati, Marathi, Kannada, Nepali and French. All the films in the
competition categories will be screened at the Kairali Sree Nila theatre complex.

PRESS RELEASE (24.07.2024)
30 films to compete under short fiction category at 16th IDSFFK
The 16th edition of the International Documentary and Short Film Festival (IDSFFK) is set to

commence at the Kairali Sree Nila theatre complex on July 26th. Thirty films spread across
various genres will compete for awards in the short fiction category.



The 30 films in the Competition Short Fiction category explore diverse themes such as gender
issues, migrant labour etc. and fall under various genres like fantasy, dystopia and adventure.
The category includes seven Malayalam films and two animated films. Other films include those
in varied languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Bengali, Marathi, Kannada, Konkani and Punjabi.

All the films in the competition categories will be screened at the Kairali theatre.



