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he filmmakers and Jury of Non-Fiction,

Shaunak Sen, Shirley Abraham and
Sarvnik Kaur were conversing at the
second ‘In Conversation With’ session
of the 15th IDSFFK. “l don’t know how
much | can talk about film grammar. |
make films from the heart. I'm a big fan of
poetry and | personally feel that we have
lost poetry in our lives. I'm trying to find
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in an aesthetic sense | believe”,
said Sarvnik Kaur.

“The best films are the ones which have

a density. We cannot set the pace of the
making of a documentary. As you are
weeding through, you discover things.
Documentary is purely embracing the
radical unscriptness of the world”, opined
Shaunak Sen. Shirley Abraham remarked
how the goal of all documentaries is a gift
of time. “We are taking a chance upon the
unknown. It may not go the way we want.
It can sometimes be absolutely boring and

Diocumentary is
embracmg the
radlcal unscrlptness

of the world
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unrewarded, but it is always
worth a shot.”

“Documentary should be an open form.
An academic background is effective

in the beginning and post-production
part. But in the process of shooting, it is
useless”, Shaunak Sen added. “For me,
entertainment is always about being
with people. Sitting with people and
exchanging energy is precious as far as
I'm concerned”, Sarvnik Kaur concluded.

The session was moderated by film
maker and Fiction Jury Member
Don Palathara.
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Grief can often create powerful art meet the birector

47T here are over 6,500 languages Director’ held at the Kairali portico. belonging and patriotism.

in and around the world. Yet our “My film is a documentation of one of the This documentary was an eye opener for
obsession with the English language most important democratic protests of me as well it will be for the audience”,
never ends. Despite breaking colonialism, contemporary India, led by the women voiced Nausheen Khan.
our dependency on the language impacts 4t Shaheen Bagh. | have done my Directors Dr. Dev Kanya Takur, Abeer
almost all aspects of our lives. My film best to document the institutional and Khan, Niladri Sekhar Dassarma, Sainath
documents the language barriers that societal repressions these women have S Uskaikar, Akhil Sasi, Ranjan Kumar,
exist around us, especially how it holds to face and how they continued their Keshar Jyoti Das, Sai Sharan S, Afif Khan,
back the immigrants in Dubai from having  fight despite all odds. It is a testament Haneena P.A, M.D Kaunian Raza,
a certain high standard of life and living, of the power of love in times of blatant Vaishnav Manda, and Renjith Vijayan
despite being hard workers”, began and unapologetic oppression that we took part in the session moderated
Prataya Saha at the second ‘Meet the are living in right now, and the idea of by Rajesh James.

IlArtist Namboothiri gave
colours to our thoughts.
He could easily portray the
beauty of art in just a few
lines. He proved that an artist
can recreate anything without
even actually seeing it”, said
renowned filmmaker and KSFDC = %
Chairman Shaji N Karun while !
remembering Artist Namboothiri J
before the screening of the film ,_:__-
True Line. KSCA Vice Chairman R
Premkumar and Secretary C. ‘
Ajoy were also present on the
occasion. ‘ \
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India is yet to Accept
Documentary as an Artform

Face to Face

IISociaI media often rules the world
around us now. The ban on Tiktok
and the waves it sent were recieved in
different forms by different parts of the
society. While it barely affected some,
it brought grief and heartbreak to the
so-called influencers. That moment on
screen was received with laughter from
the audience for the first time since it’s
screening. | absolutely love that sense of
perception from the audience here at the
festival”, remarked Yukanthar Salvi, while
responding to the audience at the ‘Face to
Face’ session held at the Kairali portico.

K.S Shridhar expressed how he chose to do his
documentary on the oldest voting citizen of India,
105-year-old Negi. “l wanted to know what was
his perception about democracy and what he
thought of our current political situation. Being
someone who has never missed an election in his
life, | was curious to get his reaction on reel. | would
like to add that the film was almost completely
unscripted.”

Haobam Paban Kumar, Raveesh Jaiswal, Asmit
Pathare, Pratik K Shetty, Tariqgue Ahamed,
Himanshu Khatua, Jayesh Joshy, Akshit Sharma,
Manas Kumar, Anup Narayanan and M Adeyapartha
Rajan attended the session moderated by Fazil N.C.
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Today’s
Programme

12 Noon
@ Kairali Portico
Meet the Director

2PM-3PM

@ Nila Theatre

H Shaji

In Conversation with
Kanu Behl

@ Kairali Portico
5PM-6PM

Face to Face

7 PM

Sham - e - Qawwali
Ft. Irfan Erooth,

Jawed Aslam, Adil Khair

V{4 I am someone who does not have

any formal background in art. | got
interested in cartoons because they
can tell a story. | feel that cartoons are
the finest expression of politics. My
cartoons have often faced rejections to be
published in college magazines because
they were political”, said cartoonist E.P
Unny in his interactive session with
Amrith Lal, Assistant Editor of ‘The Indian
Express’.

He went on to express how the

atmosphere of politics created the
cartoonist in him. “Politics made me
think, read and discuss. Nobody set any

my cartoons are inspired from political
news. My policy is to work without much
fiction”, he added.

specific mentoring for me.”

“Drawing usually comes first for me,

and then an apt word or pun follows. My
drawings will either pick up the right
caption or reject it. | keep on improvising
the cartoons. With the advent of
technology, my output remains the same
but my devices have changed. Without
news, | won’t be able to draw. Most of

Cartoons are

the finest

expression of

my politics
E.P Unny

He also commented that his best exciting
experience was while drawing EMS. “E.P
Unny’s cartoon packs in what 400 pages
of editorial does. His mind is constantly
at work and he makes sure that the
cartoons are not outdated. He paces his
cartoons at par with the news and that’s
probably what makes him a master at it”,
concluded Amrith Lal.
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