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“IDSFFK is an independent and
impartial film festival”

IlThe International Documentary and
Short Film Festival of Kerala is

a glimpse of the contemporary world.

It is noted for being an independent
and impartial festival”, remarked Saji
Cherian, Minister for Fisheries, Cultural
and Youth Affairs, while inaugurating
the 15th edition of IDSFFK at the Kairali
theatre yesterday.

“Apart from Kerala, no other state
government organizes an alternative
festival for documentary and short
films. IDSFFK is the only platform for
talents in the documentary and short
film industry from across the country.
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Minister Saji Cherian

Along with screening their films, they
have a platform to express their views
and political approaches, creating a
democratic and free forum”, the minister
added.

The festival expanded from its five-day
duration to a six-day event ensuring an
enriched experience to the delegates

in 2019. The prize money for films in

the competition category of IDSFFK

has been increased, signifying the
festival’s commitment to recognizing and
supporting filmmakers’ outstanding work

in the documentary and short film genres.

A new award has also been introduced
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to honour individuals who have
made remarkable contributions
to the field of documentary
filmmaking.

Kerala has always stood as a
powerful symbol of freedom

of expression through art and
cinema. The success of the festival
every year is a proof of this point.
The government is formulating a
new policy in the field of cinema.
We hope that this film policy will
help in uplifting the film sector of
Kerala to world class standard.”,
Saji Cherian concluded. o




as it proved ta be at
he 15th International
Short Film of Kerala at
gesterday. The festival
pdit gathering of film
I lovers at the theatre
premises.

Minister for Culture, Fisheries and Youth
Affairs, Saji Cherian inaugurated the festival
in a function held at Kairali Theatre. Minister
for Transport Antony Raju presided over

the function. Mini Antony IAS, Secretary,
Department of Cultural Affairs delivered
the welcome speech and KSCA Chairman
Ranjith gave the introductory address.
Renowned filmmaker and JC Daniel Award
Winner TV Chandran was the Chief Guest
of the event. TV Chandran released the
Festival Catalogue by handing over the
first copy to the Fiction Jury Chairman
Kanu Behl. KSFDC Chairman Shaji N Karun
released the Festival Bulletin to actress
and Fiction Jury Member Tillotama Shome.

Kerala' Cultural Activists Welfare Fund
Board Chairman Madhupal, KSCA Vice-
Chairman Premkumar and Secretary C
Ajoy were present at the function.

The festival will feature 286 films and
videos from over 44 countries. The event
was followed by the screening of the
opening film Seven Winters in Tehran,
directed by the German filmmaker Steffi
Niederzoll. o
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When | started my career twenty
years ago, independent cinema didn’t
have a home other than film festivals.
I’'m here because of these kind of film
festivals. I'm looking forward to get
inspired, think, anew and return with
a new perspective in life.

Tillotama Shome
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Today’s
Programme

12 Noon
@ Kairali Portico
Meet the Director

2PM-3PM
@ Nila Theatre
C Ajoy
In Conversation With
Deepa Dhanraj

5PM-6PM
@ Kairali Portico
Face to Face
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TV Chandran releasing the Festival Catalogue by handing over

the first copy to the Fiction Jury Chairman Kanu Behl

KSFDC Chairman Shaji N Karun releasing the Festival Bulletin

to actress and Fiction Jury Member Tillotama Shome




urated by Iranian producer Afsun

Moshiry in collaboration with
The Wim Wenders’ Foundation,
which supports young directors and
innovative filmmaking, ‘A Sense of
Place’ is an anthology of six films
by six young Iranian directors that
takes the viewers on a journey that
starts in Iran, travels to the country’s
southern border, onto a plane to
Germany, and ends up in France,
where two of the films are shot.
The film had its world premiere at
Copenhagen’s CPH:DOX.

The six films, Hollow by
Mohammadreza Farzad, Density of
Emptiness by Shirin Barghnavard,
Phobos by Mina Keshavarz,
Shadowless - In Transit by Azin
Feizabadi, Maltournée by Pooya
Abbasian, and Great Are the Eyes
of a Dead Father by Afsaneh Salari,
recounts stories of places in Iran or
in exile.

Hollow is an essayistic observation
of life and death framed by a

The
Senses of
Belonging

panopticon. It is a minimalistic reflection

on how we are born, live and die in cells
struggling to release. Density of Emptiness
showcases the unbalanced density in the
concept of place, the unbalanced division of
space in the city of Tehran. Mina Keshavarz's
Phobos is a poetic and experimental short
documentary that transcends the fear of war
and destruction.

Shadowless - In Transit portrays a dreamy and
enigmatic film about facing our own shadow
and stare back at it through the viewfinder

of a camera. The post-industrial suburbs

of Paris provide an atmospheric setting for

a short film, is what Maltournée, the short
documentary says about a missed rendez-
vous with a community of refugees by the
canal in Saint-Denis, France. Great are the Eyes
of a Dead Father showcases loss and longing
in a sensual tale of nostalgia for a place you've
never really been to.

“Trust in a place is something that can give
you wings”, said Wim Wenders. ‘A Sense of
Place’ will be featured at the 15th edition of
the International Documentary and Short Film

Festival of Kerala. o
Sruthi A. Sreekumar
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